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The First Presbyterian Church       
1410 N.E. Veterans Blvd. 

Miami, OK  74354  

PLEASE RETURN CHURCH KEYS — 
Anyone who has checked out a church key and no longer needs it on a 
regular basis needs to return it.  We currently do not have a single key to 

check out.  The Schlage keys are gold with the numbers #4 or #2 engraved on 
them.   
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

            News from the National Church           

 

        The Presbyterian Hunger Program sent $30,000 to purchase seeds so that 
Haitian farmers could plant corn and beans in March, when the spring rains 
began, to be ready for harvesting in June.  Our church contributes to this ef-
fort. 

  

 The Open Door 
First Presbyterian Church 

1410 NE Veterans Blvd.                                                                                      

Miami, Ok.  74354                                                                                                   

Pastor:  Reverend Dr. Helen Hutchison                                                             

Phone: 918-542-3388        2010 

On May 16th, when I preached from the book of 
Revelation, I mentioned that one of my preaching 
professors always challenged us to not always 
preach on the Biblical passages that inspired us.  In 
fact, he suggested that we needed to preach on the 
Biblical passages that troubled us or that we had a 

difficulty understanding.  I was remembering his comments when some of the Tuesday 
morning class asked me, after sharing some discussions going on in scholarly theologi-
cal circles, “why haven’t I ever heard that?  Why don’t preachers ever talk about that 
from the pulpit?”   
 
So that is what we are going to be looking at in worship this summer.  Our worship 
theme for this summer is “Troublesome Biblical Passages.”  As I was thinking about 
this it did not take me long to list some possibilities: Are our lives predetermined? 
(Psalm 139)  Why did God accept Abel’s offering and not accept Cain’s? (Genesis 4:1-
16)  What is the Image of God in which we are created? (Genesis 1:26-31)  What is the 
Sabbath day and how should I observe it? (Deuteronomy 5:12-15)  How long is God 
willing to wait? (Luke 13:1-17)  What is the deal with speaking in tongues? (1 Corin-
thians 12:4-11; 14:1-19)  Are Christians Really Supposed to Share All Their Posses-
sions?  (Acts 4:32-37)  These are some of the Troublesome passages I came up with, but 
what about you?   
 
Do you have a particular Biblical passage that you have looked at, studied or even heard 
someone preach on but you still end up scratching your head and saying “That still does-
n't make sense to me.  I don’t know how to fit that into my understanding of God.”  
Here is your chance.  There will be a suggestion basket in the Narthex for you to drop in 
Biblical passages and stories that are troublesome to you and that you would like to take 
a look at this summer.   Who knows, maybe together we can find God’s message to us. 
Grace and Peace, 
Helen 
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 OUR  HERITAGE 

 
Remember when the Heritage Committee published a Church History Up-

date and sold copies?  The profit was to be used to hang pictures of all of our minis-
ters.  And we have finally done it!  We have pictures of all of our ministers since Dr. 
Linton (1912).  These are hanging in the hall between the Narthex and the Fellow-
ship Hall.  Nancy Cordell did a beautiful calligraphy print listing the ministers be-
fore 1912 since we do not have pictures of them.  In the 98 years since 1912, we 
have only had seven called ministers.  We are grateful to Dave McManigal for print-
ing good 8x10 pictures from pictures of varying size and deterioration. 

May is Heritage Month and the case contains many articles from the past.  
We have a rich heritage and we are proud of it. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Our Special Graduate ~ ~ Emily Gray 
Emily was baptized in our church and attended Sunday School and was 
active in the Youth Group (She went on the Mission trip to San Antonio.)  
For our church family it is hard to believe she is graduating from High 
School.  She has already begun classes at NEO where she intends to major 

in art.  After graduating from NEO she will attend a four year college and major in 
writing.  She is very talented and creative.  We are proud of Emily and we wish her 
well as she begins this new stage of her life. 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Mission Market News 

The Mission Market is really doing great! The first 4 weeks we collected $195.17 
for the Goodland Academy.  The last 4 weeks we collected $162.35 for the Pastoral 
Discretionary Fund. The next 4 weeks we will be collecting for various local mis-
sions that our church supports! 
 
Be sure to stop by and check it out! 
 
PS Don’t forget that our grocery cart is always there to collect nonperishable items 
for the Ministerial Alliance! 
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 Vacation Bible SchoolVacation Bible SchoolVacation Bible SchoolVacation Bible School  
 (JUNE 20-VBS movie at First Presbyterian)  

JUNE 21-23 from 5:30– 8:00  
On Sunday June 20th at 5:00 here at First Presbyterian we will be jumpstarting VBS  

with the movie “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dream Coat”.  
Everyone is invited to come out and watch.   

This year vacation bible school will be held at the Methodist church.    
Remember all are invited and Helen will again teach an adult class. 

We need cookies, hot dogs (Oscar Meyer), hot dog buns (regular white)  

and potato chips (regular lays chips) by Sunday June 13th.     

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 Mission Committee Report  
 On Sunday 23rd of May our congregation was blessed by the visit of The Rev. Debbie 
Chase “Our” missionary in Malawi, Africa. 
 Debbie was appointed a mission co-worker by the Presbyterian Church USA and East-
ern Oklahoma Presbytery in covenant with the Livingstonia Synod of Malawi in 1999.  She was 
invited there as a clergy women to help “open doors” for the ordination of women to the minis-
try.  Debbie serves as a professor and Dean of the college of Theology at the University of Liv-
ingstonia in Malawi.   
 During Sunday school, worship and a reception Debbie shared the geography and some 
of her experiences in Malawi.  Chief among them is the loving-caring relationships among the 
people and the wonderful growth in education, health care and Christianity! 
 We, First Presbyterian Church of Miami, OK have been a part of this mission for sev-
eral years.  In fact we first met Neeli as a deligate from Malawi to the Eastern Oklahoma Pres-
bytery.  It was extra special for all of us to see the joy on Mike and Neeli’s faces to hear about 
“Home”.   
 The Mission Committee wants to keep this relationship connection strong.  We recently 
gave a gift of $1,000 to Debbie Chase and the University of Livingstonia to continue and in-
crease its mission to Malawi, Africa. 
 More information— For the Harbor we are asking for any household goods (linens, 
kitchen items, home accessories, etc.) you might share to be brought to the fellowship hall stage 
area.  These will be given to relocating families in need. 
 The Miami Boys and Girls Club was given help for their summer program with a $250 
contribution.  God Bless you for all your support and help.    
Thank You.  Jeanne Fleming, Mission Committee      
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     Pictorial DirectoryPictorial DirectoryPictorial DirectoryPictorial Directory ————     

We are going to be putting together a Pictorial Di-
rectory and we want your picture in it! This month 
(June) after worship we will be taking pictures for 
our new Church directory.  Please sign up for a 
particular Sunday that you plan to have your photo 

taken.  The sign up sheets are out on the table in the nar-
thex.  Jera Rendel will be putting together the directory.  If 
you already have an updated photo of yourself and would 
like for it to be used in the directory please e-mail it to Jera 
at:  jeralynn@ruralinet.net or give to Jera to scan.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Session News 
Worship: The worship committee is working on creating a labyrinth (Prayer Walk) in 
the grass behind the church for the summer. 
 
Mission: the mission market has been very successful.  Thank you Rendels for bring-
ing fresh eggs.  Everyone is encouraged to contribute if they have vegetables from a 
garden,  fish from a fishing trip...be creative. 
 
Property and Maintenance: Bill Neill has been working on getting bids to redo the 
parking lot.  The concern is that if we only repave and don’t deal with water run off, 
we will have a problem with the parking lot again in 5 or 10 years. If we redo the 
grade and use concrete it should solve the water problem an be a longer term solution.  
Bill is going to pursue the second option. 
 
Personnel: Has completed personnel evaluations and gave thanks for the amazing and 
dedicated staff. 
 
July will be a church Sabbath month.  We will continue to have worship but will not 
have classes before worship, choir, Wednesday youth and evening activities or the 
Tuesday morning class.  Take this as a time to take a Sabbath and we will look for-
ward to starting back up in August. 
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 MORE ABOUT OUR CHURCH FAMILIES 
Frank and Dolly Gray~~Dolly and Frank have been active, impor-

tant members of our church for many years.  Dolly grew up in Newton 
County, Missouri, in a family of six children.  She was always musical.  Her 
aunt, a self taught pianist, helped Dolly for a few years then for her birthday 
her older sister, Ila, gave her a year of piano lessons and took her to Pierce 

City for the lessons.  She started playing for her church (Presbyterian) when she was eleven 
– each Sunday the congregation sang the hymn Dolly had learned that week. 

Frank grew up in Crystal City, Texas, the youngest of six children.  All of her life, 
and she lived to be 100, his mother called him “the little one.”  Frank grew up in a strong 
Lutheran family.  Frank said, “Since I was Lutheran and Dolly was Presbyterian, we de-
cided to compromise and be Presbyterians.” 

When Frank was in High School, his family moved to Newton County and he be-
came friends with Dolly’s older brothers.  When Dolly and Frank started dating, besides 
their Saturday night date, Frank drove her to Pierce City (10 miles) for her piano lesson on 
Wednesdays.  In 1958, Frank was drafted into the army and he and Dolly were married be-
fore he was inducted.  Dolly stayed at home at first then joined him in 1960 when he was 
sent to Kentucky.  Frank worked with missiles and was kept in the army for an extra year 
because of the Cuban crisis. 

Dolly and Frank moved to Miami when he was discharged from the army in 1963.  
Dolly’s sister lived here.  When they came to our church with baby Frankie in arms, C. B. 
Roberts met them and said, “I bet you are looking for the Nursery.”  And he was their first 
church friend.  Frankie was baptized by Don Kruithof. 

At the time of Bill Butts, our church needed an organist.  Dolly had never played the 
organ but Bill was so insistent that she started taking lessons and was our organist for 20 
years.  Our long time members remember the joy of Frankie and Linda growing up in the 
Sunday School and church.  We remember Frankie pleading with the congregation to attend 
the Pig Roasts because his dad “had worked hard all day on it.”  And we remember Linda 
playing the trumpet with Dolly’s accompaniment in worship. 

Frank started a Fertilizer and Chemical business in 1965 and Dolly worked with 
him.  They sold the business and retired last year. 

Lynda is married and lives in Oklahoma City with her husband and sons, Christo-
pher, age 6 and Jaxson, 8 months old.  We all know and appreciate Frankie and Jamie.  
Their children, Emily, John, Josh, Jacob, and Melody have grown up in our church.  Frank 
and Dolly have been very important in their growing up to be so caring and polite. 

Both Frank and Dolly are ordained Deacons and Elders.  We are grateful that Dolly 
has come back to be an organist.  Frank, Dolly, and family are faithful, loving and very im-
portant in our church family. 
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Sun Mon Tue

AA meets every 

Sunday at 8:00 p.m.  

in the  

fellowship hall. 

 1 
10:00– Tuesday 

group

6  9:30-Sunday Class 

9:30-Choir 
10:30-Worship/Com. 

7 8 
10:00– Tuesday 

group

13 
9:30-Sunday Class 

9:30-Choir 
10:30-Worship 

Youth to Dwight 

14 15  10:00–

    Tuesday group
7:00—Session

20 
9:30-Sunday Class 

9:30-Choir 
10:30-Worship 

Loose Offering to Deacons 

21 2210-Tues. group

 

27 
 

9:30-Sunday Class 
9:30-Choir 

10:30-Worship 

28 29 
10:00– Tuesday 

group

June 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1st—Mary Kay McCoy 
2nd-Cathy Rabel 

3rd-Anganile Gondwe 
5th-Lacey Ankenman 
8th-LaShell Thomas  
9th– Brenda Sommer 

10th– Carmen Rabel and 
David Hiebert 

12th– Christina Russell 
17th—Brad Williams and Janie Clay 

20th– Johnie Wadleigh 
21st– Sandy Ankenman 

22nd– Billy Thomas  
23rd– Skylar Williams 

24th– Marilyn Stark 
26th—Betty Lou Ankenman 

28th—Corey Rabel 
30th– Marian Richards 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

USHER DUTIES  

FOR JUNE 

 
Ushers:  Dave Foster and  

Victoria Vazquez   
 Communion Preparers: Harold 

Price and Jeraldine Wilcox 
Coffee Host: Dave Foster 

  

 
 
 

VACATION    BIBLE   SCHOOL    

June 21-23  at  5:30 p.m. 

at  the Methodist church              Theme: Joseph

Fathers Day! 

5:00-VBS MOVIE—Joseph  
and Amazing Technicolor  
                  Dream Coat 

~ ~ ~ 
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Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Tuesday 
group 

2 3 
 

7:00– Gamblers  
Anonymous 

4 5 

Tuesday 
group 

9 10 
 

7:00– Gamblers  
Anonymous 

11 12 

–  

Tuesday group 
Session 

16 17 
7:00– Gamblers  

Anonymous 

18 19 
 

Tues. group 23 24 

7:00– Gamblers  
Anonymous 

25 26 

Tuesday 
group 

30 
 

   

 

VACATION    BIBLE   SCHOOL     

23  at  5:30 p.m. — 8:00 p.m.    

at  the Methodist church              Theme: Joseph 

~ ~ ~ Youth group to Dwight Mission Camp ~ ~ ~ 


