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The First Presbyterian Church       

1410 N.E. Veterans Blvd. 

Miami, OK  74354  

  

 

  
It is so easy for me to get caught up in keeping everything go-
ing that the past few months I have been negligent about re-
porting the workings of the session.  I have listed here some 

of the main things that the session has been talking about.  Please know if you have 
questions, concerns or ideas about anything you can talk with me or with any of the ses-
sion members.  Thank you to the session for all of their hard work. 
 

Mission: 

The mission committee and the session have approved the beginning of the Child’s Day 
Out program this fall.  This will be a weekly program on Wednesday mornings which is 
spearheaded by Doris Price and Barbara Reeves.  They will be giving more information 
as we get closer to the starting of the program. 
 

Finance: 

So far this year we are over budget a little over $4,000.  We especially need to pay at-
tention to costs because we are now heading into the summer months when often giving 
goes down.  At the end of May the year to date income was  $51,731.43 and the year to 
date expenses were $55,977.43. 
 
We did receive another donation of $166,000.  This came from the people who pur-
chased Curtis Plaza a couple of years ago.  They realized in our discussions that the 
church was sad when we learned that any of the profits from the sale would have to go 
into low income housing in Miami per the HUD rules.  When the sale of Curtis Plaza 
was complete, the buyers said they would give us a donation each year for three years.  
This was the second donation.  The session has sent 10% of these two donations to the 
mission committee to be used in mission.  There has been talk about some possible pro-
jects needed at the church.      
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 1. A playground for the elementary school children.  Our playground for the nurs-
ery was often broken by the older kids.  We have sold that one and are looking at 
buying another set for the younger kids.  There are worries that if we do get an-
other one, it will again be used by the older elementary kids if we do not provide 
them with another option. 

2. We do receive requests for copies of services (especially at funerals or wedding 
and special occasions like graduation).  Currently our system can copy to tapes, 
but most people no longer have the equipment to listen to a cassette tape.  The 
session requested that the cost of updating the sound system be investigated. 

3. There is still interest in building a memorial garden. 
4. We can add to our current endowment. 
 

Christian Education:  

Vacation Bible School is coming up fast.  This year it will be at the Episcopal and 
Methodist churches.  The dates are June 22-June 25.  Please see Susan Russell about 
ways you can volunteer. 
 
It is a blessing that all of Kim’s hard work in reaching out to kids and youth has in-
creased the numbers of young people involved in our church.  We have 9 youth at-
tending Dwight Mission camps this year.  This is for elementary and junior high 
ages.  Traditionally the church has paid some or all of the camp expenses and this is 
through donations specific to the church camp fund.  Any of you who would be will-
ing to contribute, would be appreciated. 
 
The Chicago mission trip is planned for June 14-19.  We will commission the group 
at the worship service on June 7.  The senior high youth (with the help of Chris and 
Cathy Rabel and Kim and Kathy Wenzel) made over $2,000 at the garage sale for 
the mission trip.  The youth decided to follow the churches example and contribute 
10% back to the church. 
 

Worship: 

Each fall Helen has spoken a book of the Bible from memory.  This year she will be 
telling to events of Moses and the Exodus. 
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 Mission NEWS- -  
Marilyn Stark, representing the Mission committee, presented a check for $2,500 

to Phil Shyers for The Harbor and also a check for $2,500 to Dr. Mark Osborn for the 
Community Clinic.  Each responded with a heartfelt thank you for the money we gave.  
We will write more later about how the money was used. 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Heritage CaseHeritage CaseHeritage CaseHeritage Case    

May is Presbyterian Heritage Month.  In our case we have several objects that 
have been important through the years.  On the top shelf we have a picture of the Little 
White Church, then the 1926 Church, then the Fellowship Hall, and finally the church in 
which we now worship.  On the other shelves we have plaques noting that the Nursery 
in Fellowship Hall was furnished by Roland Springer in memory of his wife who taught 
in the Nursery many years, a plaque showing that the organ in the 1926 church was 
bought by the Women of the Church, and a plaque which was given to Hance VanBeber 
in recognition of the many years he served as church treasurer.  There is a pew envelope 
holder blackened by the fire, keys to the organ pipes in the 1926 church, broken pieces 
of stained glass from the burned 1926 church, and a bell used to dismiss Sunday School.  
There is a piece from the chandelier and a stone fragment from the Bell Tower in the 
1926 church which came off when it was struck by lightening.  Just standing and look-
ing at the items brings back many memories. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Elia RendelElia RendelElia RendelElia Rendel    

 
Elia Rendel received 2nd place recognition for this poem in a contest at Chapters Bookstore.  It 

is a poem written by a prescribed pattern. 

 

Helen Keller 

blind, deaf 

feeling, touching, reading 

Brave  
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      Presbyterians in the NEWS—   
 -  Bernie and Peggy DuVall were pictured both as newly-weds                  
 and as they are celebrating their 40th wedding anniversary on May 
 17. 
 -  Helen Hutchison was pictured twice on the front page with 

other members of the cast for the Miami Little Theater play, MAYHEM IN MAY-
VILLE.                    
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

OUR SENIORS 
     Sunday, May 17, we celebrated four young ladies who are graduating.  Neeli 
Gondwe received her Pin signifying that she is a Registered Nurse.  She plans to work 
at Freeman Hospital next year while Mike is working toward his degree.  The other 
three graduated from Miami High School.  Abbey Ankenman is going to Oklahoma 
State University to major in Food Science.  Abrina Kneeland will begin her college 
work at NEO.  She will pursue a degree in International Studies.  LaShell Thomas will 
go to Tulsa Community College next year.  She will work toward a degree in Law.  
She hopes to be a judge like her Grandfather and Great Grandfather.  We are very 
proud of all of these members of our church family. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

Four Lessons Learned from Noah’s Ark:   

 
 1. Don’t miss the boat. 
 2. Stay Fit.  When you are 600 years old someone may ask you to do  
  something real big. 
 3. Speed isn’t always an advantage.  The snails were onboard with the 
  cheetahs.  
 4. When you are stressed, float awhile.  
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 Personnel:  

Twila Dickerson has turned in her resignation.  She has been a great asset and organ 
player for two years (initially she told us she would help us for  a couple of months 
so we have been blessed to have her with us for this long).  She may be willing to 
play a little here and there but we need to start searching for others who would be 
willing or interested in being part of our music program.  Please contact anyone you 
know who plays organ, piano...at this time we may need to get creative about ways 
to bring music into the church service.  It is more often through word of mouth that 
we find people for these types of jobs– so please help. 
 

Fellowship: 

Fellowship is working on a summer picnic, treat bags for the kids going to camp and 
treat bags for the mission trip. 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Congratulations to Abbey Ankenman  

Valedictorian for Miami High School!  

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

Ushers— We are in need of a coffee host and an usher for the month 

of  June. Please call Pam at the church office to let her know if you can 
help.   
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Sun Mon Tue

June 7, at 12:00—

VBS Teachers/ 

Group Leader 

Training  

1 2 
10:00-Tuesday 
morning class

7 9:30-Sunday Class 

10:00-Choir 
10:30-Worship/Comm 
12:00 –VBS Training  

8 9 
10:00-Tuesday 
morning class

14 9:30 Sunday Class 

10:00-Choir 
10:30-Worship 

15 16 

21 9:30 Sunday Class 

10:00-Choir 
10:30-Worship 

22 2310:00

morning class

28 9:30 Sunday Class 

10:00-Choir 
10:30-Worship 

29 30 
10:00-Tuesday 
morning class

June 2009
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1st—Mary Kay McCoy 
2nd-Cathy Rabel 

3rd-Anganile Gondwe 
5th-Lacey Ankenman 

and Mary Booth 
8th-LaShell Thomas  
9th– Brenda Sommer 

10th– Carmen Rabel and 
David Hiebert 

12th– Christina Russell 
17th—Diane Martin,  

Brad Williams and Janie Clay 
20th– Johnie Wadleigh 
21st– Sandy Ankenman 

22nd– Billy Thomas and Ariel Wenzel 
23rd– Skylar Williams 
24th– Marilyn Stark 

26th—Betty Lou Ankenman 
28th—Corey Rabel 

29th—Charlotte Wenzel 
30th– Marian Richards 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

USHER DUTIES  

FOR JUNE 

 
Usher: CB Roberts    

 Communion Preparers: Victoria 
Vazquez and Jeraldine Wilcox 

  
 
 

 
Loose Offering  

  to Deacons! 

VACATION    BIBLE   SCHOOL           5:30 p.m. 

Youth      Mission    Trip    to      Chicago

Fathers Day! 
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Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Tuesday 
morning class 

3 4 5 6 

Tuesday 
morning class 

10 11 12 13 

17 18 19 20 

10:00-Tues. 

morning class 
24 25 26 27 

Tuesday 
morning class 

    

June 2009 

VACATION    BIBLE   SCHOOL           5:30 p.m. — 7:30 p.m.      

Youth      Mission    Trip    to      Chicago—-     14-19th - - - - - - - -  - - - 


