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“From the terrace of the Mosque is what I should imagine the finest view in 
the whole world.  Cairo, which is immense, lies at the feet, a forest of mina-
rets and domes and towers.  The Nile flows his solemn course beyond, the 
waters being still out (it is now high Nile) and the three Pyramids stand 

sharp against the sky.  Here Osiris and his worshippers lived; here Abraham 
and Moses walked; here Aristotle came; here, later, Mahomet learnt the best of 
his religion and studied Christianity; here, perhaps, our Savior’s mother 
brought her little son to open his eyes to the light.  They are all gone from the 
body; but the Nile flows and the pyramids stand there still.” 

Florence Nightingale “Letters from Egypt” 
 
 I am getting ready in the middle of this month to leave for Egypt and Jordan.  It 

is a trip with the Biblical Archeological Society and we will spend two weeks in Egypt 
and then 4 days in Jordan.  Some of you have given me quizzical looks as you have 
heard me mention this new adventure.  I must admit, that a big part of my excitement 
comes from how much I enjoyed the Israel trip: it made such an impact on my under-
standing the history, on my setting the Biblical events in their environment and on my 
concept of the social setting of the area.  To stand in ruins of places built over 2,000 
years ago certainly gave me a new understanding of time.   I look forward to visiting 
places on this trip over 3,000 years old; when great buildings were developed, and when 
the change of understanding the holy moved from a few powerful people who wondered 
on and below the earth to one God who created and envisioned the world.  I look for-
ward to what I have no idea I will see.  For me it is an adventure which connects my 
faith to history and my faith to the larger world.  I am lucky to have this opportunity. 

 I leave on February 12th and will get back late on March 3rd.    Pam has my daily 
itinerary and any of you who wish, can make sure Pam has your email information to 
email you daily from the church about where I am and my plans for the day.  I appreci-
ate your prayers as I venture forth and I look forward to sharing my travels with you. 
Grace and Peace, 
Helen 
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Presbyterians in the NEWS —  
 
• Brent Rendel is featured in an interesting article in the HIGH 
PLAINS JOURNAL, an agricultural publication.  “No-till” is one way to 
plant soybeans and Brent uses the method, but not exclusively.  No-till is 

used as a moisture saver, especially when the soybeans are planted as a double 
crop. 

Ashley Lomax 

Medical Missionary 
 Ashley Lomax, a freshman medical student in Denver, has recently 
returned from a medical mission to Guatemala.  The program is called 
“Docare.”  Medical doctors and students spend 12 days twice each year to 

meet the many medical needs in regions of poverty.  Ashley and her group landed 
in Antigua and went out from there into the villages.  Since Ashley speaks Spanish, 
she was able to do more “hand on” work with the villagers.  Ashley was thrilled 
with the experience and plans to go back.  We are proud of Ashley. 

Souper Sunday 
 

     February 1, which is Super Bowl Sun-
day, our youth will give you an opportu-
nity to make a small contribution to help 
alleviate hunger right here in Miami.  
They will tell you more about it at wor-
ship that day. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Bulletin Board 

 
     When you are in Fellowship Hall, be 
sure to check the Bulletin Board.  There 
are pictures, articles and notes which you 
will find interesting.           

Poinsettias 

 
     Can you believe this?  The poinsettia 
that Betty Dean had in 2007 was kept 
alive with tender care through the sum-
mer and she enjoyed it again this year.  
The top leaves turned red just like they 
are supposed to do!! 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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 110 Years!
110 Years!

110 Years!

110 Years!    

   
  

 
 
 Happy Birthday to our church March 29.  We will be 110 years old.  It doesn’t 
seem like ten years since our big centennial celebration.  But a lot has happened:  the 
fire, building the new building, calling Helen to be our Pastor, and much more.  The 
Heritage Committee (Betty Dean, Nancy Gee, and Melba Cordell) is preparing a sup-
plement to the history that was published before the Centennial.  There will be a 
charge to cover expenses and help finance the work of the committee.  More details 
next month.  On March 15th we will have a congregational dinner to celebrate the  
anniversary. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

  

Random Acts of Kindness 

 
 “There is something about God’s love, once you experience it, you have to pass 
it on!”  Are you remembering our commitment to “random acts of kindness?’  Make a 
phone call, write a note, make some cookies, etc, etc.  We are experiencing God’s 
love; let’s pass it on! 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

HONOR ROLLS 

 
MIAMI HIGH SCHOOL – Carmen Rabel and Abbey Ankenman are on the Principal’s 
Honor Roll and Emily Gray, Abrina Kneeland, and La Shell Thomas are on the Fac-
ulty Honor  Roll. 
OKLAHOMA STATE UNIVERSITY – Lacey Ankenman is on 
the Dean’s Honor Roll. 
 
We Presbyterians are proud!!!! 
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    Thanks for all the prayers and love that everyone  
           has showed us during this difficult time.                       
                    Dave and Sherry Hiebert and family 
 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Mission 
 We are so blessed to have money from the Myers Fund to give to those in need!!  
We are giving to the Red Cross which is always there for those in need and we are giv-
ing to Dwight, the Presbyterian Camp in the southeast part of the state. 
 Neeli has begun her last semester working toward her RN Certification.  She will 
graduate in May.  Many of us will go I am sure.  We are proud of her!! 
 At our committee meeting in January, Art Whaley talked to the committee about 
a worthwhile project in which he works.  It is called New Hope; it is a program to en-
hance the lives of children and youth whose parents are in prison.  One focus of the pro-
gram is summer camp for the youth.  In Oklahoma City and Tulsa there is a year round 
program with paid staff.  Art hopes that year round programs can be implemented in 
more places.  Art is asking our church to learn more about the program, help with refer-
rals of youth and staff for the camp, help financially to work toward a paid staff mem-
bers and to sponsor children at the cost of $150 per child.  
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Goodland 

 
  Boys from Goodland Academy will be visiting us February 7 and 8.  Our youth 
will host them.  The Mission Committee will make and implement the plans but we 
hope to have support from the congregation.  The boys and their sponsors will be lead-
ing worship on Sunday.  Be there and find out more about their program and meet the 
wonderful young people.  An offering will be taken for Goodland February 8 and  
February 15. 
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MORE ABOUT OUR  

CHURCH FAMILIES 

 
Bernie Barnes 

 

  You should engage Bernie in a conversation some-
time.  She is one of the most interesting members of our 

congregation.  She grew up in Forbes, North Dakota, during the depression. She 
lived in town but the area is known for its wheat and corn.  She and her brother 
were raised by her grandmother.  She graduated from High School in Forbes 
and attended Ellendale State College. She moved to Medford, Oregon, which 
she describes as a jewel; it was so green and had such wonderful fruit. 
 She was married in Medford and they raised two sons, Jack and Tom.  
Tom is not living now but many of you know Jack, Dr. Jack Doney. 
 Later she moved to Washington where she and her husband operated 
three Funeral Homes.  Bernie was a Licensed Funeral Director!!  While they 
lived in Washington, they traveled extensively.  They made several trips to 
Europe and frequent trips to Hawaii.  She also went to the South Sea Islands 
more than once.  She continued friendships with people she met on these trips. 
 Her son, Jack, graduated from Medical School at the University of 
Washington.  He was assigned to Claremore Indian Hospital to fulfill an obliga-
tion to the government for his medical school education.  Bernie and her hus-
band sold the Funeral Homes and retired in 1981.  They came to Claremore to 
see Jack and decided to move to this area to be near Jack and his family.  Dur-
ing their first ten years in Oklahoma, they went back to Washington in the sum-
mers. 
 She is happy to live near her family.  She has two granddaughters who 
are Dental Hygienists. One lives in Denver and the other lives in Claremore.  
Her grandson works in pipeline sales and lives in Tulsa. 
 Bernie has traveled quite a lot since she moved to Miami.  She loves to 
play Bridge and you can tell by the way she is such a classy dresser that she 
likes to shop.  This will be hard for you to believe – she turned 93 in January!!!  
She is a 27-year cancer survivor.  She is a lovely, interesting lady.  
She spreads joy in our church family. 
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Sun Mon Tue 

19:30-Sunday School 
10:00-Choir 

10:30-Worship/Com. 
11:30-Mission Trip 

meeting with parents & 
youth 

2 
11:30-Mission  

Committee meeting 
 

3:45-Drama Group 

3 
10:00– Tuesday 
morning class

8Goodland Boys Here 
9:30-Sunday School 

10:00-Choir 
10:30-Worship 

11:30– Congregational 
lunch with Goodland 

9 
3:45-Drama Group 

6:30-Womens Com-
munity Bible Study 

10 
10:00– Tuesday 
morning class

 
15Pastor Wenzel  

will be preaching! 
9:30-Sunday School 

10:00-Choir 
10:30-Worship 

16 
Church Office Closed 

President’s Day  
 

3:45-Drama Group 

17 

22Sally Whalen will 
be preaching! 

9:30-Sunday School 
10:00-Choir 

10:30-Worship 

23 
3:45-Drama Group 

24 

      February 2009      February 2009      February 2009      February 2009
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

12th– John Prince 

Steve Charlton 

14th—Sue Giffhorn 

15th– Barbara Reeves 

16th-Bernie DuVall 

25th– Mika Bolton 

26th– Chris Leggett 

 

 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Usher Responsibilities  

for February 
 

Ushers:  Jeraldine Wilcox 
and Tom Pinson 

 
Coffee Host: C.B. Roberts  

 
Communion Preparers: 

Janie Clay and  
Sarah Lomax  5 

 

 Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 Tuesday 
morning class 

4 
3:45-Youth Power 

5:15-Chime 
6:00-Kum ba yah 

7:00-Choir practice 

5 
 
7:00-Men’s Breakfast 

6 7 
Goodland Boys  

arrive here at FPC 

 Tuesday 
morning class 

11 
3:45-Youth Power 

5:15-Chime   
6:00-Kum ba yah 

7:00-Choir practice 

12 13 14 

18 
3:45-Youth Power 

5:15-Chime  
6:00-Kum ba yah 

7:00-Choir practice 

19 20 
Open Door  

Articles are due 

21 

25 
3:45-Youth Power 

5:15-Chime  
6:00-Kum ba yah 

7:00-Choir practice 

26 27 28 

      February 2009      February 2009      February 2009      February 2009    


