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The First Presbyterian Church       
1410 N.E. Veterans Blvd. 

Miami, OK  74354  

  

 
 
When I prepare to teach a class I often begin with the questions; ques-
tions about what the Bible says or how we translate faith into our eve-
ryday lives are a huge part of us seeking our paths as disciples.  I won-

der sometimes if that is one of the things Jesus was referring to when he told the dis-
ciples to let the little children come to him.  There is a great honesty and sincerity in 
children asking questions about the things that trouble them.  There was an email 
going around which had a list of questions that children had for God which included: 
 
• Dear God, did you mean for the giraffe to look like that or was it an accident? 
• Dear God, who draws the lines around the countries? 
• Dear God, I went to this wedding and they kissed right in the church.  Is that       
      OK? 
• Dear God, why do I have to thank you when I prayed for a puppy and you sent a  
      baby brother instead? 
• Dear God, how do you love all the people in the world?  I have only four people 
      in my family and I can never do it. 
 
I am going to start a new series on Sunday mornings, preaching on the questions.  
Taking inspiration from the questions of the children I ask you: if you could ask God 
one question, what would it be?  Please call, email or write down your question for 
me and these will be the basis for Sunday morning sermons.   Often I find when I am 
willing to explore the questions, I find wonderful, challenging and inspirational   
answers.  Let us explore the questions together. 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Helen 
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OUR MISSION 

 
 During Lent our focus on giving was to the “One Great Hour of Sharing.”  It 
is pleasing to report that we are sending  $1,189.37 to the General Assembly Com-
mittee to be added to the contributions from all over the church. 
 Neeli is studying very hard and she is doing well.  She is doing clinicals now 
which she finds much more interesting than class work. 
 We are anticipating the visit from the boys at Goodland Academy March 29.  
We think there will be about 10 of  them and  we hope many of our youth will take 
part in the activities.  Bowling will be fun for everyone.  Carol Carden and Mary 
Kay McCoy will lead activities in the evening.  We will have dinner on Saturday 
and breakfast on Sunday morning.  More about the weekend next month. 
 We hope to stress bringing food for the Community Food Bank.  The opera-
tion was interrupted by the flood but it is back working again.  Many people in Ot-
tawa County need help with their food.  Please bring non perishable items and put 
them in the grocery cart.  C. B. Roberts sees that the food is delivered to the Food 
Bank. 
 We are beginning to plan to support the Youth Mission Trip to San Antonio 
in August. 
 

                          Presbyterians in the NEWS—   

                              
                     - Becca Carden is on the Chancellor’s List and the College of        
             Education Dean’s Honor List at the University of Arkansas. 
 
          - Priscilla and Ariel Wenzel placed in the extemporaneous category at   
                       the 4-H Speech Competition. 
 
-  Dulcinea Wenzel was pictured for receiving a blue ribbon and certificate for her 
4-H speech and demonstration competition.   
 
- Corey Rabel was pictured with those from Northeast Technology Center who 
competed in the Northeast Leadership Skills USA Spring Conference. 
___________________________________________________________________ 
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Preparing the Youth for Missions 
 
 
 

The first week of August ten teens from our senior youth group will be 
traveling to the eighth largest city in America to perform mission work 
with several established organizations in San Antonio, Texas. The trip was 
originally slated for Chicago, but that huge city filled up quickly with 
other church groups. San Antonio has a wide diversity of people including 
23,000 street people! 
 
Our youth will be working with DOOR - Discovering Opportunities for 
Outreach and Reflection - a Christian Mission group, and we will be 
serving in several agencies that help people in this needy city. The three 
biggest issues facing San Antonio are homelessness, teenage pregnancy, and 
a lack of affordable housing. 
 
On the local level regarding missions and evangelism, we hope to assemble 
a youth/adult drama group that would perform around Ottawa County, 
presenting the Good News message in a creative manner. If any adults would 
like to help out or be involved in the drama please let Kim Wenzel know. 
The group will be mostly youth and we will keep you updated on how this is 
developing. 

 

 Easter in Malawi 

 
 The celebration of Easter lasts for four days.  Each day from Thursday to 
Easter Sunday includes worship at the church.  The services are rich with music.  On 
Friday the music is somber and sad but on Easter there is celebration and joyous mu-
sic.  On Friday everyone comes to the church lawn and watches a movie about Jesus. 
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 SESSION NEWS!SESSION NEWS!SESSION NEWS!SESSION NEWS! 
 
   The session had a morning weekend 
retreat in March and talked about 
things that were going well at the 
church and developed goals and 
dreams for the upcoming year.  Al-
though there was a long list there 
were four main goals for this year: 
  
1. To have each session member have 

a group of church members that 
they are responsible for staying in 
contact with, checking on and pro-
viding support. 

2. To develop a prayer team to focus 
on praying for church growth. 

3. To develop a mentoring/tutoring 
program in addition to the karate. 

4. To make plans for the youth direc-
tor position to continue. (the initial 
session action funded the position 
for three years) 

 
    The session is working hard and 
could use your help- so, to start off- 
anyone who is interested in being a 
part of a prayer group that focuses on 
church growth please talk with Helen 
or Doris Price.  We are blessed to have 
God working in so many ways 
through our church and continue to 
strive to reach out to the community. 

Did you Know!! 
 

We will have several of our congregation involved in   
Miami Little Theaters production of Cinderella, including 
Kathy Wenzel (Step-mother), Dulcinea Wenzel,  Priscilla 
Wenzel, Dave McManigal, Olivia Fairbanks, Michael 
Whaley, Jordan Whaley, Rev. Helen Hutchison (Fairy 
God-mother) and Ron Whaley (music director).  The 
shows are at the Coleman on April 24, 25th and 26th at 
7:30 p.m. and April 27th at 2:00.      
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                                  MORE ABOUT OUR CHURCH FAMILIES 

                                                  The Wenzels 
 

                                     Kim, Kathy, and their girls have lived near Peoria on the east 
                              side of Spring River for more than four years.  It is our good for-        
                              tune that we are getting to know them and have them as part of 
our church family .  Kim is the new Director of Youth.  Kathy and the girls are a 
great asset to the music and youth programs. 
 Kim grew up in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada.  His father worked in the oil 
fields.  His fourth year brought three harrowing experiences: he drank paint thinking 
that it was milk and spent many months in the hospital; he and his mother hid when 
a grizzly bear entered their cabin; and gas fumes almost asphyxiated the family!!!  
Since he survived we know that God had a plan for him!! 
 Kathy grew up in Miami, the oldest of eight children.  She attended NEO 
then went to California to Bible College where she met Kim.  After marriage and 
graduation they moved to Canada where Kim was pastor and Kathy gave great sup-
port to his ministry.  She was especially valuable in the music and drama aspects of 
the ministry.  They served in several churches in the 23 years of pastorate in Canada. 
 There are four Wenzel daughters.  Charlotte is married and lives in Tulsa; 
Ariel is graduating from High School; Priscilla is fourteen and Dulcinea is nine 
years old and has just joined Karate.  All of the girls have been and are very active in 
4-H.  Both parents take part in their Home Schooling. 
 The Wenzels have a Retreat Center for Pastors who are hurt, exhausted or 
burned out.  They “pastor”  the Pastors. 
 Raising goats has been a family project for over two years.  But it really is a 
“nightmare” and the family is considering ceasing the effort. 
 The family likes to swim in Spring River.  They like to make campfires.  
They are drawn to interesting stories in reading, visual media, storytelling and writ-
ing. 
 Kim hopes to put together a drama team to perform for our congregation  and 
other community affairs.  The hope will be to introduce people through drama to the 
plan of God.  It will give pleasure to those preparing the drama, the audiences, and it 
would be an evangelism tool! 
 What a joy it is to have the Wenzels as a part of our church family!!!! 
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Sun Mon Tue 

Pastor Helen 

will be out on 

vacation on 

April 1-8   

 1 
 

6 Archie here! 
9:30-Sunday School  

10:00– Choir 
10:30-Worship/Com. 

7 

3:45– Karate 

6:30-Cub Scouts 

 

8 
 

13 
9:30-Sunday School  

10:00– Choir 
10:30-Worship 

11:30-Session mtg.  

14 
3:45– Karate 

6:30-Cub Scouts 

6:30-Womens  

Community Group  

15 
10:00-Jerusalem 

Class

 

209:30-Sunday Class  

10:00– Choir 
10:30-Worship 

6:00-Congregational 
Dinner 

21 

3:45– Karate 

6:30-Cub Scouts 

22 
10:00-Jerusalem 

Class

27 
9:30-Sunday School  

10:00– Choir 
10:30-Worship 

28 
3:45– Karate 

6:30-Cub Scouts 

6:30-Womens  

Community Group  

29 
10:00-Jerusalem 

Class

April 2008 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2nd—Melba Cordell  
3rd—Sam Wilson  

4th—Tom Cordell and 
Darlene Nolte 

6th-Dulcinea Wenzel 
8th-Thelma Carey and  

Waymeth Cantrell 
9th-Michelle Bolton 

12th– Michael Leggett  
16th-Sarah Mirjanich 
17th– Ruth Butler 

18th-Misha Grissom and  
Jake Gray 

22nd-Michael Bolton 
23rd-Sarah Lomax  
24th– Elia Rendel 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

USHERS DUTIES FOR 

APRIL 

 
Ushers—Dave Hiebert and  

Victoria Vazquez  

Coffee Host– Betty Lou Ankenman 
Communion Preparer:  
Betty Lou Ankenman 

 
 

 
Loose Offering to Deacons 
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Wed Thu Fri Sat 

2 

3:45-Karate 

5:00–Youth Choir 

6:00-Kum ba yah 

3 

7:00– Men’s 

Breakfast 

4 5 

9 

3:45-Karate 

5:00-Youth Choir 

6:00-Kum ba yah 

10 

 

4:00-Mission 

Committee mtg. 

11 12 

Jerusalem 

Class 

16 

3:45-Karate 

5:00-Youth Choir 

6:00-Kum ba yah 

17 

 

 

18 19 

Jerusalem 

Class 

23 

3:45-Karate 

5:00-Youth Choir 

6:00-Kum ba yah 

24 

 

25 26 

Jerusalem 

Class 

30 
3:45-Karate 

5:00-Youth Choir 

6:00-Kum ba yah 

   


